Ledisi thrives
with soulful
‘Pieces of Me’

By JoNATHAN LANDRUM JR.
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

edisi’s jazzy style earned
Lher Grammy nomina-
tions for her break-
through album “Lost &
Found” and the follow-up,
“Turn Me Loose.” Now, the
soulful singer is back with
another
stellar
piece of
work,
“Pieces of
Me,” an
album
filled with
engaging
love
songs and
enjoyable
high-
tempo
jams.

Ledisi thrives with
passionate ballads that
lyrically touch the soul as
she sings about hope, love
and self-assurance. For 12
tracks, the singer shows
that she’s fully content with
her identity and being her
own woman -- no matter
what critics might say.
She’s clearly confident in
herself, and it’s certainly
evident on the title track
and the song “Shut Up.”

Her vocals are powerful
on the piano-driven
“Bravo,” encouraging
listeners to celebrate when
overcoming life’s trials.
She also sings about
self-empowerment on
“Shine” and “Raise Up.”

On “Stay Together,” she
glows alongside Jaheim.
The two exchange verses
on working through
relationship drama, and
how their love has reached
its full potential after the
two put in the work to
understand each other.

But while Ledisi sings
about love at its highest,
there’s also gloom on the
album with the lovesick “I
Miss You Now,” written by
John Legend. She attempts
to fix a broken relationship
following a heated argu-
ment, pleading for her mate
to return.

In all, Ledisi wows from
beginning to the end and
doesn’t miss a beat with
“Pieces of Me.” She’s
already carved out her
niche in the world of R&B,
and it should not only
continue to grow, but surge.

CHECK THIS TRACK OUT:
“I Gotta Get to You” is a
slow-paced, soulful ballad
where Ledisi yearns to
reach her lover
face-to-face.
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Follow Jonathan Landrum
Jr. on Twitter at http://
www.twitter.com/
MrLandrum31
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Kaci Wade/Daily Republic photos

A view of the Manhattan skyline in the morning. It was taken on Miss New York, which was going from the Statue of Liberty back to New York City.

Two years of fundraising pays off in trip to

Boston and New York

By Kaci WADE
SPECIAL TO THE DAILY REPUBLIC

t the end of May my
classmates and I at

Solano Christian

Academy took a

10-day trip to the
eastern United States.

We went to Boston and New
York to discover some of the
unique learning experiences
there.

We’d been fundraising for our
trip for two years. The fundrais-
ers included serving food for tips
at functions such as Breakfast
with Santa, selling raffle tickets
and asking for donations. Those
two years of fundraising were
absolutely worth it. It was hard to
believe we were actually in
Boston until we were driving
through the city on our tour bus.

Now, I pretty much expected to
like New York better than Boston,
and truthfully, I did -- but Boston
has its own unique flavor.

I really enjoyed the Witch
History Museum in Salem
because the presentation was
interesting and flowed well.

While we were in Salem we
also went on a tour of the New
England Pirate Museum, which
was both interesting and enter-
taining. The Pirate Museum
included many life-sized scenes of
the region’s pirate history. The
tour guide for the museum was
one of my favorites.

John Quincy Adams’ retire-
ment home was another site I
enjoyed. The house seemed like a
maze because of the many rooms,
hallways, and staircases. It con-
trasted greatly with Adams’ birth-
place, a two-story wooden
structure with low ceilings.

The other big highlight in
Boston was the Duck Tour, which
was a 45- to 60-minute driving
tour of the city in the old WWI
‘Ducks.’ The ‘Ducks’ are amphibi-
ous vehicles, able to go on both
land and water, and the tour
ended with a short ride on the
Charles River.

New York exceeded my expec-
tations. I loved the city. Even
walking for blocks through the

heat was bearable simply because
of how interesting the city itself
was, with all the vendors, stores
and pedestrians.

My favorite part of our trip was
when we went to the Empire State
building, even though it took
about an hour total getting up to
and back down from the observa-
tion deck. The view was worth the
wait.

The Radio City Music Hall tour

was also a favorite of mine
because of the highly entertaining
tour guide. That added to how
interesting the building itself was,
with its enormous seating capac-
ity, giant stage and interesting
architecture.

The city could also be scary,
though. I constantly feared stray-
ing away from my group and
becoming lost. The taxi drivers
mostly just honked loudly but a

Plimouth
Plantations’
Mayflower I,
left, is a
full-scale
replica of the
original ship
that landed in
Plymouth in
1620. Itis
located in
Boston, about
5 minutes
away from
Plymouth
Rock. Bottom
left, The
Zodiac Heads
Fountain in
New York
displays all
the Chinese
Zodiac signs.
It was
designed by
Ai Weiwei.
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* Empire State Building:
http://www.esbnyc.com

 Radio City Music Hall: http://
musichall-ny.com/index.php

* Boston Duck Tours: http://
www.bostonducktours.com

* Witch History Museum:
http://www.witchhistory
museum.com/witch
history.html

*New England Pirate
Museum: http://www.pirate
museum.com/pirate.html

couple of times they looked as
though they were prepared to run
someone over. The only time I felt
in immediate danger was when a
couple of people from our class
started yelling ‘Go Red Sox!” at
our trip to the Yankees game. I
witnessed firsthand that the infa-
mous Yankees-Red Sox rivalry
was not exaggerated in the least.
Our trip is something that I'll
remember and cherish for the rest
of my life, and I’'m very thankful I
had the opportunity to go. I defi-
nitely hope to go back someday.

Alice’
returns to a
dark, twisted
Wonderland

Review

“Alice: Madness
Returns”

Xbox 360, PlayStation 3,

$59.99; PC, $49.99
Electronic Arts
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By Lou KESTEN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

f Lewis Carroll were alive
I today, I suspect he would
After all, he was a devotee of
puzzles and board games.

Carroll’s creations are no
strangers to the video-game

in games ranging from the

releases, most notably 2000’s
“American McGee’s Alice.”
After more than a decade,

land with “Alice: Madness
Returns.” It’s a fascinating
project that’s undermined by
some sloppy programming.

enjoy playing video games.

universe. They have popped up

i

whimsical “Kingdom Hearts’
to the grisly “Silent Hill.” Alice
herself has starred in several

McGee has revisited Wonder-

McGee’s Wonderland is all
inside Alice’s head, a fun house

distortion of her dismal life in
Victorian London. See, the rest
of her family was killed in a fire

when she was a child. In the

first game, the girl was trying to

piece together her sanity; 10
years later, she’s out of the
asylum but trying to find out

what caused her initial trauma.

The clues are scattered

it’s being destroyed by the
runaway Infernal Train and
consumed by Ruin Spawn,

creatures made of oil, machin-
ery and disembodied doll heads.
This isn’t the cartoon version of

Wonderland.
Alice herself is a raven-

haired beauty, closer to the goth
girls hanging around your local

Hot Topic than the angelic
blondes who usually play the
role. She is armed with an

throughout Wonderland -- but

assortment of colorful weapons:

a “vorpal blade” and a hobby-
horse for melee combat, a
pepper grinder and a grenade-
launching teapot for ranged
attacks.

The action is wonderfully
smooth, whether Alice is
battling monsters or leaping
between floating platforms. She
can also shrink herself, which
allows her to find hidden
fragments of her memory or
read the warnings of an insane
child who visited Wonderland
before her.

The environments include a
sprawling steampunk factory,
an expanse of undersea ship-
wrecks and a colossal dollhouse,
and they’re all beautiful in their
decrepitude.

While individual levels are
gorgeous, they also drag on a bit
too long. “Madness Returns”
would have benefited from

tighter level design with
broader variety.

It’s also beset by glitches.
Several times I saw poor Alice
plummet to her death through
supposedly solid platforms, and
I got trapped in one scenario
when an essential item didn’t
materialize when it was sup-
posed to. The game’s flow is also
broken up by oddly timed,
too-frequent loading screens
that spoil the sense of immer-
sion in this dark fantasy.

There’s much to love about
“Alice: Madness Returns.” It
lets you explore a fantastic
world that’s unlike any you’ve
seen before. It delivers a kind of
action -- running, jumping,
exploration -- that has sadly
gone out of fashion.

Lou Kesten can be reached at
http://twitter.com/lkesten




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


